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GRAHAM FEEST CONSULTANCY WEBSITE 

I am pleased to advise you that the Graham Feest Consultancy Website was launch at the beginning 

of December 2016 and whilst we are still 

making adjustments to the content and layout 

which hopefully will be obvious to you each 

time you go on line to view the site.  

One of the important features is that it includes in PDF format most of the documents which get 

referred to in each of these newsletters. 

RED ‘X’ 
 

The Government is progressing the legislation 

to amend the Road Traffic Offenders Act 1988 

to enable the use of automated detection for 

the enforcement of non-compliance with Red 

X signals. In the meantime Highways England 

has developed an interim 

detection system to help the 

police identify non-compliant 

vehicles ‘so targeted warning 

letters can be issued. 

 

LEARNERS ON MOTORWAYS 

Both the British Road 
Safety Statement and the 
Motoring Agencies 
Strategy gave an 
indication that they would 
consult on Learner 
Drivers, under instruction 

of an ADI should be permitted on the 
Motorway and it is understood that we can 
expect a consultation on this matter at some 
point early in 2017.  The DVSA have made it 
clear from their point of view that only ADIs 
in dual controlled vehicles will be allowed to 

accompany learners on motorways. 
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DRIVING OFFENCES AND PENALTIES RELATING TO CAUSING DEATH OR SERIOUS INJURY 

The government recognises that there is public concern 

about sentencing for offenders who kill or seriously injure 

others on the road and is committed to making sure that 

the legislative framework that the courts operate within 

reflects the seriousness of offending and the culpability of 

the offender. Most of the time, the vast majority of 

drivers drive well.  However, sometimes even an error of 

judgment or loss of attention can have devastating 

consequences. As a general principle, the criminal law 

needs to take into account not only the harm caused, but 

also the level of blame of the offender, and sentences 

must be a matter for the judge to determine in individual 

cases, based on the full facts of the case and of the 

offender before them.  

The government is committed to ensuring that deaths or serious injuries on the road continue to 

fall and that where they are the result of criminal behaviour, the right tools are available to deliver 

justice. 

An on line consultation seeks views on the following issues which are addressed in this consultation: 

• The distinction between 'careless' and 'dangerous' driving 
• A perceived 'gap in the law' for causing serious injury by careless driving 
• Maximum penalties for causing death 
• Driving disqualifications 

 
The Consultation, which runs until 1st February 2017, can be found at www.grahamfeest.com  which 

provides a link to the form to respond to the questions we are being asked to consider: 

Q1. Should there be a new offence of causing 

serious injury by careless driving? 

Q2. If yes, having regard to the maximum 

penalties for the existing offences of causing 

serious injury and assault, would either 2 or 3 

years be an appropriate and proportionate 

maximum penalty for the new offence? 

Q3. Do you think that the maximum penalty 

for causing death by dangerous driving 

adequately reflects the culpability of the 

offending behaviour or should it be increased 

from 14 years’ imprisonment to life? 

Q4. Do you think that the maximum penalty 

for causing death by careless driving under 

the influence of drink or drugs should reflect 

the same culpability (and therefore the same 

maximum penalty) as causing death by 

dangerous driving? 

Q5. Should consideration be given to a longer 

minimum period of disqualification for 

offenders convicted of any causing death by 

driving offence and if so what do you think 

the minimum period should be? 

Q6. Are there any other driving offences 

relating to causing death or serious injury 

that you think should be changed. If so, what 

changes should be made and why? 

Q7. Does the equalities statement correctly 

identify the extent of the impacts of the 

proposed options for reform set out in this 

consultation paper? Please give reasons and 

supply evidence as appropriate. 
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SEMI-TRAILERS - HALF WAY THROUGH THE TRIAL 

The Government set up a ten year trial in January 2012 to see if trailers up to 15% longer than the 

standard 13.6-metre in length were a workable option for the UK – the idea being that a greater 

load capacity in these longer units reduces the number of necessary journeys over time. 

Interested hauliers had to apply for a licence to operate use longer 

trailers and a total of 1,800 were made available. Those operators in 

the trail have to operate on set routes, as well as feed information 

back to government about their on and off-highway performance. 

We are now half way through the trial period and evidence gathered so 

far suggests that the longer trailers are proving very popular with the 

trial hauliers. The Department for Transport claims that carrying more 

cargo on bigger trailers has saved up to 90,000 journeys (one in nine on 

average) and over 10.6 million vehicle kilometres, with economic 

benefits forecasted at £33 million over the 10-year period. 

The effect of bigger trailers on the highway is one of the trial’s 

objectives  but so far lorries towing these longer semi-trailers have had 

“70% fewer collisions and casualties per kilometre” than the average 

articulated HGV. Whilst that sounds like good news it is worth 

remembering just how closely observed the longer semi-trailers are and 

that conventional trailers are much greater in number.  

If however the results are as positive in the next five years as they have been to date it would seem 

that these longer trailers will become common place within our fleets if we can overcome the 

continual LGV driver shortage as it would seem that the advantages being gained by these longer 

trailers might be lost by businesses who are being forced to down size their fleet and have more 

smaller vans in order to ensure they can find drivers. 

 

BT FAILED TO SIGN, LIGHT AND PROTECT PEDESTRIANS 

British Telecom (BT) has been ordered to pay 

more than £10,000 after Transport for London 

(TfL) prosecuted the company for two serious 

safety breaches that put public safety at 

significant risk.  

The prosecution follows unsafe work carried 

out on Bruce Grove (A10), Haringey on 16 

April 2016 and Hook Road (A243), Kingston-

Upon-Thames on 17 May 2016. BT pleaded 

guilty to the unsafe execution of works with 

significant risk to public and was fined a total 

of £7,000 and ordered to pay £3,570 in court 

costs. 

A TfL Streetworks Inspector found the unsafe 

working practices and stopped the work 

immediately after witnessing the safety 

breaches. Both locations had poor signing, 

lighting and pedestrian guarding as well as 

incorrect traffic control. 

The prosecution comes as London Mayor, 

Sadiq Khan  announced plans to lobby 

Government for greater powers to manage 

road works, including increasing the current 

level of fixed penalty notice fines and also 

widening their scope to cover road safety 

offences. 
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SAFETY DRIVING MODULES 

IAM RoadSmart announced the pilot of a range of bite-size safer driving modules for private drivers. 

These shorter courses address six specific driving needs: 

 

 Driving on motorways 
 

 Driving on rural roads 
 

 Driving on urban roads 
 

 Vehicle management 
 

 Overtaking 
 

 Confined space manoeuvring 

 

They have been created as one-off one-to-one sessions which last between one and two hours, 

enabling drivers to brush up on a particular area of concern. All of these modules are conducted by 

IAM RoadSmart advanced driving “experts” in the customer's own vehicle. 

 

VOLVO’s NEW SAFETY CAMPAIGN 

Truck manufacturer Volvo has introduced a new safety initiative to educate teenagers and young 

adults about the dangers of cycling or walking too close to trucks.  

Volvo’s ‘See and Be Seen’ campaign aims to improve safety among vulnerable and unprotected road 
users and is a continuation of its successful traffic safety training programme for young children, 

‘Stop Look Wave’, which has been global since the mid-2000s.  

As the programme’s title suggests, ‘See and Be 
Seen’ focuses on how important it is to watch 
surrounding traffic and be visible to truck drivers, 
for instance by maintaining eye contact and by 

keeping a safe distance away from trucks. 

In order to reduce the risk of traffic collisions, 
Volvo equip their trucks with increasingly 
intelligent safety systems and train truck drivers 
in the art of safe driving. However the human 
factor is of crucial significance in most traffic 
collisions so it is vital to increase safety 
awareness among all road-users. 

 

‘See and Be Seen’ is designed to be able to be used for secondary schoolchildren from 12 years 
upwards, but it is also suitable for traffic-safety organisations working with adults. The training 

package encompasses teacher aids including presentation materials, films and practical exercises 
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MOBILE PHONE PENALTY INCREASE 

In January 2016 the Government issued a consultation on changes to the Fixed Penalty Notice (FPN) 

and penalty points for the use of a hand-held mobile phone while driving and the results to that 

consultation were made known on 8th November 2016.  

The responses were overwhelmingly in favour of tougher penalties and accordingly legislation has 

been laid before Parliament.  

The proposals are to:  

• Increase the FPN from £100 to £200 

• Increase the penalty points from 

Three  to SIX  

The legislation is set to become active on 

1st March 2017.  The changes will be 

accompanied by a THINK! Campaign aimed 

at educating drivers about the changes to 

penalties.  

It is for the police to decide how to deal with mobile phone offenders, but it would seem that many 

forces have decided to issue a FPN to first time offenders rather than divert them to a remedial 

course. 

Comment: 

The real problem is that the law does not 

prohibit the use of a mobile phone whilst 

driving – it only covers holding the phone at 

the same time as it being used. Furthermore 

a greater proportion of the driving 

population are not using the device as a 

phone and therefore perceive that they are 

doing no wrong -they are using it for various 

other functions such as texting and looking 

on line etc. Message such as don’t use the 

phone whilst driving are therefore not 

adequate and I hope that the Campaign will 

make this point and that the legislation will 

be written in such a way that it covers all 

aspects of using what is in effect a ‘mobile 

communication and hand held computer 

device’ of which one of its functions is that 

when necessary it can be used as a phone for 

communication purposes. 

 

CRASH CARDS 

Motorcyclists in Wales are being encouraged to carry free CRASH Cards which contain potentially 

life-saving information in the event of an incident. Launched by Road 

Safety Wales, the CRASH Cards are being made available from motorcycle 

dealers and road safety teams throughout Wales. The cards contain space 

to record information which could be vital to paramedics – including 

medical history and details of any medication currently being taken. 

There is also space to list the name and contact number of a next of kin. 

The CRASH cards were created by the Ambulance Motorcycle Club (AMC), and are already used in a 

number of areas in England, Northern Ireland and parts of Wales.  
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NEW LGV INSTRUCTORS REGISTER TO COME IN FROM 2017 

A new register of certified LGV driving instructors will go live in the New Year, replacing the 

voluntary government-run register managed by the Driver and Vehicle Standards Agency (DVSA).  

The National Register of LGV 
Instructors will be led by the 
road transport industry and is the 
only DVSA endorsed instructor 
register, developed by the 

industry for the industry. 

The not-for-profit register will be 
operated by the Road Transport 
Industry Training Board (RTITB) 
and has the support of both the 
Freight Transport Association 
(FTA) and Road Haulage 
Association (RHA), which sit on 
the governance committee and 
oversee the standards and future 

development of the register. 

As the only instructor register 
supported by the industry’s 
leading trade bodies and 
validated by the DVSA, the 
National Register exists to improve and monitor LGV instructor standards, ensuring professionalism 
and a high standard of training in the industry. The objectives of the register are to agree and 
maintain a set of standards for the skills and knowledge required to be an effective LGV instructor; 
to improve the standard of LGV instruction available; to increase the number of registered LGV 
instructors; to contribute to an improvement in the national pass rate of LGV vocational test and to 
publish test pass rates for candidates trained by instructors on the National Register. 

The DVSA will be part of the governance committee overseeing the delivery and development of 
the register and associated examination and will continue to set standards for driver training by 

maintaining the national standard for driving lorries. 

 

DRINK DRIVE SURVEY 

Yet another new survey, this time by Brake has indicated ‘a growing public demand’ for the 

Government to reduce the drink-drive limit.  

Although numerically only a small survey 78% of respondents 
expressed their belief that the existing drink-drive limit is too high, 
while 54% think the limit should be reduced to a limit of 20mg/100ml. 
The survey also suggests that eight in 10 drivers think their driving is 
affected at around the current drink drive limit or below, while more 
than 40% of respondents said their driving ability is affected by just 

one unit of alcohol.  

The drink-drive limit in England in Wales, which was set in 1965, currently stands at 80mg 
alcohol/100ml blood. However, last week transport secretary Chris Grayling confirmed the 
Government had no intention to lower the limit, suggesting doing so would divert police attention 

to the ‘wrong offenders’.  
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THE WORLD’S LARGEST BUS 

 

 

 

The biggest bus in the world has been 
revealed by Swedish bus maker Volvo in one 
of the world’s most congested cities – Rio de 

Janeiro, Brazil.  

The new Volvo Gran Artic 300 is bi-
articulated, meaning it bends twice in the 
middle, and is built on three separate chassis 
frames. The company says the Gran Artic 300 
has the capacity to seat up to 300 passengers 
in the 98-foot (30-metre) long vehicle, which 
consists of three articulated sections. The 
model has been developed for Brazil’s Bus 
Rapid Transport (BRT) system and is the new 
flagship in Volvo’s South American “bendy 
bus” range – the others have capacities of 50, 

180, and 210 passengers. Volvo’s idea is that 
given the model’s high capacity, fewer buses 
will be needed, cutting the cost per 
passenger for operators, and reducing traffic 
and emissions. To avoid it impacting other 
traffic, it will be used almost exclusively in 

segregated bus lanes.  

There are currently no plans to bring the 
Gran Artic 300 to European markets, where 
city roads are generally smaller and more 
congested, though the company hasn’t ruled 
out trialling some of its other bi-articulated 

buses. 

 

DRIVING IN THE RAIN CAMPAIGN 

Highways England has launched a campaign focussing on the dangers of driving too fast in the rain. 
While often in winter public attention is drawn towards the travel disruption that can be caused by 
snow and ice they have found that 
the greater danger of rain, wet 
roads and reduced visibility is 
often overlooked.  

Highways England report that 
around 85% of road traffic crashes 
in bad weather take place in the 
rain and in 2015 - 2,918 people 
were killed or seriously injured as 
a results of incidents in the rain 
with statistics revealing that 
people are 30 times more likely to 
be killed or seriously injured on 
the roads in rain than in snow. 
The new safety campaign is 
warning drivers that ‘when it 

rains, it kills’ 

Their research found that this danger is underestimated by many drivers because they consider rain 
in this country to be normal weather, so are less likely to adjust their driving as a result.  

The campaign is aiming to change that perception and encourages people to slow down when 
driving in the rain, warning that even driving within the speed limit in wet weather could be 

dangerous if drivers don’t allow extra space between them and the vehicle in front.  
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PARENTS STRUGGLE WITH THE ISSUE OF CHILD CAR SEATS – SAY Confused DOT Com 

Never a truer word from an appropriately named company so far as 

this issue is concerned as even the ‘experts’ have trouble with 

keeping up with the constant changes and whilst they are all 

designed to make travelling in cars safer for young children; the 

confusion is often leading to car owners throwing the hands up in 

the air and doing nothing – and guess what it’s about to change 

again! 

Confused.com has identified  

 Two thirds (66%) of parents do not know the current laws around child car seat 
 

 More than half (56%) of parents are unaware of the new laws about backless booster seats 
coming into force next year 
 

 One rule for manufacturers and one rule for parents’ sends mixed safety messages to 
parents 
 

 Almost one fifth (17%) of parents never or rarely use a car seat or booster seat for their 
child  
 

 More than two fifths (44%) did not replace their child’s car seat after a crash – even though 
almost three quarters (72%) are aware the seat can be weakened as a result 

 
Two thirds (66%) of parents with children under the age of 12 do not know the current laws about 
child car seats, according to new research from the motoring experts Confused.com. 
Meanwhile, Freedom of Information data, obtained by the motoring experts from 33 UK police 
forces, shows 4,646 child seatbelt offences were recorded by police in 2015 and in total, 19,358 
child seatbelt violations were recorded between 2013 and 2015. 

 

The Change 
The new child booster seat laws expected 
early next year will extend the use of booster 
seats with backs to older children. However, 
regulations about child car seat safety are 
only changing for manufacturers – for now 
that is.  
 
The Current Law  
The current law states that children must use 
the correct car seat for their height, age and 
weight until they are 12 years old or 135cm 
tall whichever they reach first. Under the 
current rules, people are permitted to use 
backless booster seats for children weighing 
more than 15kg – this is the average weight of 
a three-year-old child. Therefore, backless 
boosters tend to be permitted for older 
children, so long as they meet the 15kg 
weight criteria. 

 
The New Regulations 
However under the new rules, expected as 
early as March 2017, booster seats with backs 
will be extended to children who are up to 
125cm and weigh up to 22kg. This equates to 
the average height and weight of children 
aged between six and eight years old – so it is 
likely we will see booster seats with backs 
being used for older children than at present. 
 
The Mixed Message 
The new rules however will only apply to new 
products on the market. So parents who 
already own and use backless boosters will 
still be permitted to use them. This is despite 
the fact the new manufacturer regulations 
will deem backless boosters unsafe for 
children shorter than 125cm and weighing 
less than 22kg.  
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2016 PRINCE MICHAEL INTERNATIONAL ROAD SAFETY AWARD WINNERS 

The Prince Michael International Road Safety Awards recognise achievements and 
innovations which will improve road safety and are made on an annual basis. All the 
award winners come together to meet HRH Prince Michael of Kent. The Awards focus 
on the five pillars designed to deliver the Safe Systems Approach - 

 

 

 

 
The winners for 2016 were:  

Premier Award 
 Global NCAP – NCAP testing and rating of motor vehicles 

Post-Crash Response 
 The Road Victims Trust – The Road Victims Trust Support Counselling 

Road Safety Management 
 Belize Road Safety Project – Collaborative use of the Safe System approach 

 Highways England – Fatality Study 

 Scotland's Road Safety Framework to 2020 – Go Safe on Scotland's Roads it's Everyone's Responsibility 

 The United Nations Economic Commission for Europe – Road Safety Conventions and Agreements 

Safer Road Users 
 Cambodia National Road Safety Committee – Raising road safety awareness through education and 

enforcement 

 Derbyshire Road Safety Partnership – Young Driver Education Programme 

 DriverMetrics – Driver Risk Index 

 Dubai Roads and Transport Authority – Reducing child fatalities project 

 eDriving – Driver Safety Programmes: Virtual Risk Manager 

 Freight Transport Association – Van Excellence Scheme 

 National Express – Driving Out Harm road safety project 

 Northumbria Police – Operation Dragoon 

 Road Safety GB – The Academy 

 TfL – Safe Streets for London: Making cycling, walking and motorcycling safer in London 

 Wheel Well – A visible and effective change-agent for child road safety 

Safer Roads 
 Cheshire East Council and Cheshire Road Safety Group – A537 Cat and Fiddle 

 Kent County Council – A227 in Kent 

 Singapore's Land Transport Authority – Silver Zone project 

 Transport Scotland – A9 Safety Group 

Special Awards 
 The International Transport Forum – "Zero Road Deaths and Serious Injuries: Leading a Paradigm Shift 

in Road Safety" Report. 
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THE ROAD SAFETY CONFERENCE 
Tuesday 7th February 2017, University of Salford, Manchester 

 
The Annual Road Safety Conference will 
be where high level speakers from a 
range of backgrounds will be presenting 
their views on Road Safety, The Safe 

System and Cycling Safety. 

 
The Third Annual Road Safety Conference will give those present the opportunity to improve their 
understanding of the Safe System and learn from experts who have been involved in its 

implementation to see just what could be achieved when introduced at local and national level. 

The programme will include innovative strategies for protecting motorists, cyclists, and pedestrians 
on our roads along with leading suppliers showcasing exciting and innovative road safety products 
and services.  In addition you will be able to quiz experts from across a variety of disciplines to gain 
exclusive insights into pioneering approaches to road safety and casualty reduction.     

Details can be found on our website http://www.salford.ac.uk/onecpd/courses/the-future-of-road-

safety-conference 

30% of £325 + VAT per delegate 

How to register: Book Online: http://onecpd-booking.salford.ac.uk/#/code/TC001279 
Quote Discount Code ROAD30 to receive 30% of delegate places. 
Or contact Daisy Clarke on D.Clarke3@salford.ac.uk or call 0161 295 0113 

 

ROADWORKS SPEED LIMITS MAY RISE 

Speed limits near road works on major roads could be increased in a bid to ease traffic jams. The 
Department for Transport wants to raise limits near to road works from the current 50 MPH to 
60MPH and is trialling the idea on a four mile stretch of the M1 to assess how safe it is and whether 

it could be roll out nationally. 

Highways England has already been told to limit 
roadworks to 10 miles and open more lanes during 

works. 

Safety has however to be the number one priority 
for both road users and road workers although it is 
well known that slow moving traffic, road works 
and road crashes are major causes of traffic build 
up and congestion on our network. Generally 
speaking once then traffic has adjusted to lower speeds through the road works the traffic flow is 
reasonably constant and often the problems of queuing is associated with the approach to the 

actual road work site.  
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The Graham Feest Traffic Safety Roads newsletter is distributed free to a wide range of road safety 

practitioners. Comments on the items are welcomed as are any articles or points which readers may wish 

to make that are either directly related to a published item, an expression of personal views or an article 

of a relevant and topical nature. Any contributions will be appropriately assigned and the Graham Feest 

Consultancy has the final say on what it included.         

Send any contributions to graham@grahamfeest.com 
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